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GREYHOUND INDUSTRY (ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION OF  GREYHOUNDS)
REGULATIONS 2025

Rasaiocht Con Eireann, in exercise of the powers conferred on it by Section 26 of the
Greyhound Racing Act 2019 (No 15 of 2019), with the consent of the Minister for Agriculture,
Food and the Marine, hereby makes the following regulations, that is to say:—

1. Requirement for practice of artificial insemination of greyhounds.

No person may engage in the practice of artificial insemination of greyhounds, including
without limitation the collection, processing, storage or distribution of greyhound semen, save
under and in accordance with a licence granted by the Board, in these regulations referred to
as an Al Licence. The artificial insemination of a greyhound with chilled semen or frozen
semen shall only be effected in an approved centre registered pursuant to these regulations.

2. Application of other legislation (on animal health, remedies and welfare, animal
breeding and trade in animals and their semen).

Notwithstanding any provision of these regulations, the importation and exportation of
greyhounds and their semen from any source, the treatment of greyhounds, their breeding
and registration, and the trade, storage, treatment and distribution of greyhound semen are
subject to the provisions of all applicable veterinary and zootechnical legislation both of the
State of the Republic of Ireland (Eire) and of the European Union, and in particular, without
prejudice to the generality of the foregoing, to the provisions of the :-

e Welfare of Greyhounds Act, 2011, as may be amended, extended or substituted by
later legislation.

e Animal Health and Welfare Act, 2013, as may be amended, extended or substituted
by later legislation.

e Importation of Animal Semen (Prohibition) Order, 1972, as may be amended, extended
or substituted by later legislation.

e \eterinary Practice Act, 2005, as may be amended, extended or substituted by later
legislation.

e Regulation (EU) 2019/6 on Veterinary Medicinal Products, as may be amended,
extended or substituted by later regulation.

3.Definitions.
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(1). In these regulations -

"Act" means the Greyhound Racing Act 2019 (No 15 of 2019)

"Act of 1958" means the Greyhound Industry Act 1958, as amended

“Al” means artificial insemination

“Al Licence” means a licence issued by the Board pursuant to regulation 5 hereunder

“Al Service” means the mating of a stud sire and a greyhound bitch for the purpose of breeding
though the process of artificial insemination

“Appeal Committee” carries the same meaning as defined Section 2 of the Act

“Appeals Sub-Committee” means a sub-committee so called of the Executive Committee set
up pursuant to the provisions of regulation 17

“Artificial Insemination Administration Sub-Committee” (or, for brevity, “the AIA Sub-
Committee”) means the sub-committee so called to be established pursuant to regulation 8

“approved centre” means a facility or premises so designated by the Club and registered with
the Club as an approved centre, pursuant to regulation 7

“artificial insemination” means the insertion of semen into the reproductive tract of a greyhound
bitch, other than by natural service, but strictly does not provide for the surgical implantation
of semen in any circumstances

“approved inseminator’ means a natural person duly qualified and approved as such by the
Club under these regulations, and whose name is registered in the register recording
particulars of approved inseminators referred to in regulation 4(1)

“authorised officer” carries the same meaning as defined Section 2 of the Act
"Board" means Rasaiocht Con Eireann / Greyhound Racing Ireland

“chilling” means the process, other than freezing, whereby the fertilising power of fresh semen
is prolonged, whether by the addition of nutrients or otherwise

“Club” means the Irish Coursing Club

“collection” in relation to semen means the drawing of semen from a sire, and “to collect” and
“collected” have cognate meanings

“consultant” means a natural person retained by any of the Board, the Club, the AIA Sub-
Committee, or the Appeals Sub-Committee, either occasionally or on a consistent basis, who
may or may not be an employee of either the Board or the Club, to provide services within
his/her area of expertise for agreed fees, and who in the opinion of the Board, or the Club, or
of the Sub-Committee making the appointment, as the case may be, has the professional
qualification or the experiential expertise to qualify him/her to provide the required services

“Control Committee” carries the same meaning as defined Section 2 of the Act
“DNA” means deoxyribonucleic acid
“draw” means a full ejaculate of semen collected from a stud sire

“Executive Committee” means the Executive Committee of the Club
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“freezing” means subjecting semen, after collection, dilution, extension and/or other
processing, to a process of temperature reduction to a final temperature not greater than 0°
Celsius with the intention of prolonging its fertilising power

“frozen semen’ means semen which has been subject to freezing and stored in a semen
container. Frozen semen may consist of all of the sperm from an ejaculate or a split from an
ejaculate and the minimum standard for any such semen is that it is to contain not less than
100 million forwardly motile normal live sperm, post thaw at the time of freezing.

“FI” means frozen semen insemination

“greyhound bitch” means a sexually mature female greyhound over the age of 15 months of
age and for the purposes of these regulations shall comply in all aspects with the provisions
of Section 11 of the Welfare of Greyhounds Act, 2011(No 29 of 2024)

“imported” in relation to semen, whether chilled or frozen, means semen imported into the
State from outside Ireland

“International Greyhound Alliance” means the International Greyhound Alliance of Greyhound
Registries, a voluntary alliance established by mutual agreement of the greyhound registering
authorities of Australia, New Zealand, Great Britain, and Ireland, including the expansion of
the membership of such alliance

“Ireland” means the islands of Ireland, including Northern Ireland, in which jurisdiction, by
historical convention, the greyhound industry has been regulated by the Club, including
registration in the Irish Greyhound Stud Book of greyhounds bred in Northern Ireland

“Irish Coursing Club Rules” means the rules of the Club in force from time to time as approved
by the Board

“Irish Greyhound Stud Book” carries the same meaning as that set out in the Act

“Keeper” means the Keeper of the Irish Greyhound Stud Book, being the person appointed
by the Club to be responsible for the maintenance and publication of the Irish Greyhound Stud
Book

“litter” means one or more greyhound whelps resulting from the same conception and from
the same parturition

“Minister” carries the same meaning as defined Section 2 of the Act

“natural service” means the natural physical mating of a stud sire and a greyhound bitch for
the purpose of breeding and excludes any form of artificial insemination

“Northern Ireland” means that part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland which geophysically forms part of Ireland

“notification of service’” means, in relation to an artificial insemination, a notice in a form
approved by the Club with the consent of the Board, containing at least the following
information:

(a) the name and microchip (if such stud sire is resident in Ireland) of the stud sire

(b) the name, microchip, earmarks, colour and registration certificate number of the greyhound
bitch inseminated
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(c) the name and address of the owner (and lessor where applicable) of the greyhound bitch
inseminated and address of where such greyhound bitch may be inspected up to the point of
parturition

(d) the date of the service
(e) the signature of the approved inseminator
(f) whether the service was with fresh, chilled or frozen semen; and

(g) the name and address of the approved centre at which the artificial insemination was
effected,;

“owner”, in reference to an approved centre, means the legal and beneficial owner of the
lowest estate or interest in an approved centre who is in actual occupation thereof;

“premises” in relation to an approved centre, means a building or a specified part of a building,
for which approval is being or has been sought for its use as an approved centre, and in any
other reference means a place or location identified by its postal address

“prescribed fee” and “prescribed charge” refer to and mean such fees and charges as may be
prescribed by the Board or the Club (in which case the consent of the Board shall be required)
from time to time pursuant to these regulations and published in “The Sporting Press”
newspaper or the website of the Club

“registered service” means a service by a stud sire of a greyhound bitch which has been duly
notified to and registered by the Club in the Irish Greyhound Stud Book, and shall include a
mating performed either by natural service or by artificial insemination

“Relevant Authority” means, in the State, and in Northern Ireland for the implementing of the
historical convention whereby the greyhound industry is regulated by the Club, and in relation
to any other country or state (including the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland but excluding Northern Ireland for the purpose of the application of this definition), the
organisation, association, society or other body which has authority pursuant to law or
established practice to control and regulate the breeding of greyhounds and their admission
to the record of data, corresponding to the Irish Greyhound Stud Book, of that other country
or state, and which is a member in good standing of the International Greyhound Alliance, and
shall include any organisation, association, society or other body outside the International
Greyhound Alliance which the Club may consider to be an acceptable equivalent to a Relevant
Authority in a country where there is no Relevant Authority

“semen” means greyhound semen

“semen container’ means a container which holds, or which is designed to hold, a single draw
of semen or a part thereof

“sire” means a sexually mature male greyhound

“split’” means the physical division of a full ejaculate of semen into parts to be stored in
separate semen containers and also each part which results, and “splitting” has a cognate
meaning;

“stud sire” means a sire registered as a stud sire in the Irish Greyhound Stud Book

“veterinary practitioner” means a person duly qualified as such and is a person registered
under Part 4 of the Veterinary Practice Act 2005, who is in good standing professionally by
having his or her name on the Register of Veterinary Surgeons for Ireland, (pursuant to the
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Veterinary Practice Act, 2005, and proof of such good standing shall be a certificate from the
Veterinary Council of Ireland that he/she is currently registered on the Register of Veterinary
Surgeons for Ireland.

(2) Each certificate from a Relevant Authority required under these regulations shall be issued
on the official stationery and signed by a duly authenticated representative of the appropriate
Relevant Authority. The Keeper shall not be obliged to but may at his discretion require
legalisation of any such certificate in accordance with the standard international practice for
the legalisation of documents from abroad.

4.The registers.

(1) The Club shall maintain separate registers recording particulars of -
(a) approved inseminators, and

(b) approved centres, the name and address of the owner, the name and address of the person
nominated as the manager responsible for the approved centre pursuant to regulation 7 (7),
and the veterinary practitioner appointed to supervise and control operations (where required)
at the approved centre pursuant to regulation 7 (8).

(2) Registration of stud sires available for artificial insemination purposes shall be effected in
the Irish Greyhound Stud Book. Subject to the provisions of regulations 9 (1) and 10 (1), no
stud sire shall be available or used for artificial insemination purposes until he shall have been
registered in the Irish Greyhound Stud Book as a stud sire available for artificial insemination
purposes.

(3) Applicants for entry in any of the registers referred to herein shall, on making application
to the Club, pay such fee as shall be determined by a resolution of the Club from time to time
and published on the Club's website., and no such application shall be considered until such
fee is paid. The Club, with the consent of the Board, shall be entitled to charge an annual fee
of such amount as it may determine to maintain the entry in each of the respective registers.

(4) It shall be the responsibility of the Keeper to maintain to a standard acceptable to the Club
all registers and records required by these regulations to be kept by the Club and an accurate
dated copy of all such registers shall be furnished to the Board with a recommendation to
renew or grant any Al Licence in advance of the Board considering any such application to
renew or grant an Al Licence in accordance with regulation 5 hereof.

(5) Notifications, updates, amendments and materials required by these regulations to be
submitted or sent to the Club shall be submitted or sent to the Keeper.

(6) The Keeper shall enter and record, subject to these regulations, all data which the Club
shall direct to be entered in the registers the subject of this regulation 4 in the Irish Greyhound
Stud Book.

5. The Al Licence.

(1) An Al Licence shall authorise the holder to carry on the practice of artificial insemination
of greyhounds with all or any of fresh semen, chilled semen or frozen semen, and may be
granted or renewed subject to such conditions and restrictions as the Board considers
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appropriate. The Board, following consultation with the Club, and with the consent of the
Minister, may establish general terms, conditions and restrictions to be attached to all Al
Licences.

(2) An Al Licence shall be non-transferable. It shall expire and be renewable at the end of the
calendar year and shall be renewable annually in accordance with these regulations.

(3) The conditions to be complied with by applicants for an Al Licence are as follows:
(a) that the applicant shall be a natural person

(b) that the applicant shall satisfy the Board that they are a suitable person to hold the Al
Licence and, in this regard, shall comply in all respects with these regulations and furnish the
Club, for the consideration of the Board, with a written declaration with the application for grant
or renewal of an Al Licence, that they are:

(i) not a person who has committed a breach which, in the reasonable opinion of the
Board, constitutes a significant breach of the Racing code or regulations made
pursuant to the Act or its subsequent amendments.

(i) not a person who has an unpaid fine(s) issued by the Control Committee or the Appeal
Committee.

(iii) not a person who has unpaid fixed payment(s) issued by the Board pursuant to
Section 27 of the Welfare of Greyhounds Act, 2011, or its subsequent amendments.

(iv) not a person who has an unpaid fine(s) issued by the Greyhound Board of Great
Britain, the Club or any member of the International Greyhound Alliance.

(V) not a person who has committed an offence which, in the reasonable opinion of the
Board, constitutes a significant offence pursuant to the Welfare of Greyhounds Act
2011, or its subsequent amendments.

(vi) not a person who has committed an offence which, in the reasonable opinion of the
Board, constitutes a significant offence pursuant to the Animal Health and Welfare Act
2013, or its subsequent amendments.

(viiy  not a person who has committed an offence which, in the reasonable opinion of the
Board, constitutes a significant offence pursuant to any other legislation provided for
in regulation 2 of these regulations.

(c) that the applicant shall be an approved inseminator in good standing with the Board.

(d) the applicant shall have proved to the satisfaction of the Club that he/she has the
knowledge, capability and experience in dealing with greyhounds to discharge the obligations
on the holder of an Al Licence, including, without limitation, knowledge of the obligations and
duties imposed by these regulations.

(4) (a) Applications for grant or renewal of Al Licences shall be made on the stipulated form,
which shall be delivered by the applicant to and processed by the Club. The Club shall prepare
a report and recommendation on each application/renewal (to include the applicant's
compliance and competency with the provisions of these regulations) and submit the same
with the declaration as referenced in sub-paragraph (3)(b) of this regulation, to the Board for
a decision.

(b) An application for the grant or renewal of any Al Licence processed by the Club submitted
to the Board for consideration pursuant to this regulation, will include:

I.  details of approved inseminators as maintained in accordance with regulation 4(1)(a)
of these regulations;
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Il.  current Certificate of Registration issued by the Club detailing location of the approved
centre, the name of the person nominated as the manager responsible for the
approved centre, and the name of the veterinary practitioner appointed to supervise
and control operations;

. a list of registered stud sires available for artificial insemination purposes at the
aforementioned approved centre.

(c) If the decision of the Board on the application for grant or renewal of an Al Licence is
against the applicant, the Board shall notify the applicant of this result by post, giving the
reasons for the decision of the Board.

(d) The applicant shall have a right to appeal against the decision of the Board in accordance
with Section 51 of the Act of 1958.

5) If the holder of an Al Licence should, after the issue of the Al Licence, be the subject
of an order or should be convicted of an offence provided for in sub-paragraph (3)(b) of these
regulations, then, on being notified of the existence of either order or of the conviction
aforesaid, the Board, unless the specified order or the conviction shall have been set aside on
appeal, shall revoke with immediate effect, the Al Licence granted to that person.

(6) An Al Licence may be suspended for any period up to the date of its expiry, its renewal
may be refused, or the Licence may be revoked, in addition to pursuant to the provisions of
sub-paragraph (5), in the following circumstances—

(a) if the Board is not satisfied that the requirements specified in sub-paragraph (3) of this
regulation 5 are continuing to be fully met, and/or :

(b) if the Board, on receipt of a report from the Club, shall so decide after investigation by the
Club of any alleged breach of these regulations, or

(c) if the Board shall so decide after an investigation by the Club, resulting in a
recommendation by the Club that the holder of the Al Licence has shown during the currency
of the Al Licence that it is in the interests of the greyhound industry that the Al Licence should
be revoked or suspended or that its renewal should be refused, or

(d) if the Board shall so decide after an investigation resulting in a recommendation by the
Club that the Al Licence should be revoked or suspended, or a renewal refused,-as the case
may be, on any appropriate grounds other than as specified in any of sub-paragraphs (a), (b)
and (c).

(7) Where the Board proposes to refuse an application/renewal for an Al Licence, or to
suspend or revoke an Al Licence, the Board shall serve notice of the proposal on the applicant
or holder by post, shall invite the applicant/holder to make any representations he/she wishes
to make within fourteen days of the date of the said notice and shall, if any representations
are so made in writing by the applicant or holder, consider the representations prior to making
its decision.

(8) Each applicant for an Al Licence shall be deemed to have submitted to the jurisdiction of
the Club for all regulatory and disciplinary purposes, whether connected with these
regulations, or with the Club Rules. The following condition shall be included in the grant of
each Al Licence:

“The Licence-holder shall be bound by the Rules of the Irish Coursing Club as well as by the
Greyhound Industry (Artificial Insemination of Greyhounds) Regulations 2025 as may be
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amended, for all regulatory and disciplinary purposes connected with this Al Licence and the
exercise by the Licence-holder of any function hereunder.  Jurisdiction in regard to such
regulatory and disciplinary purposes is exercisable by the Irish Coursing Club, either alone or
in tandem with Rasaiocht Con Eireann, as the case may be.”

(9) Applicants shall be liable to pay to the Board such fees as shall be determined by a
resolution of the Board from time to time and published on the Board's website in respect of
the application for the grant and renewal of Al Licences, such fees to accompany any
application made to the Club in compliance with this regulation 5.

(10) If an Al Licence should be refused, revoked or suspended under any of the provisions of
this regulation 5, none of the fees shall become repayable to the applicant/holder of the Al
Licence / the subject of any revocation/suspension/refusal.

(11) The Board shall establish and maintain a register in which shall be recorded particulars
of all Al Licences issued, revoked and suspended pursuant to these regulations.

6. Approved inseminators.

(1) It shall be the responsibility of the Club to ensure that persons seeking to be qualified as
approved inseminators meet the criteria prescribed by these regulations.

(2) (a) A person seeking to be qualified as an approved inseminator for all artificial
insemination purposes shall be a natural person who shall have proved to the Club his or her
capability and appropriate academic qualification -

(i) to draw fresh semen from a stud sire for use,

(ii) to evaluate semen and perform a semen count,

(iii) to split a full ejaculate into parts capable of being stored in separate containers for
subsequent use,

(iv) to chill and to freeze semen,

(V) to render chilled semen and frozen semen to a state in which it can be used for artificial
insemination,

(vi) to carry out the dilution, extension and/or other processing, storage and freezing of
semen,

(vi)  to know the criteria by which he or she should make a judgment that the artificial
insemination be carried out by one insemination or by a series of inseminations with
the same ejaculate,

(vii)  to carry out the artificial insemination of a greyhound bitch both by one insemination
and by a series of inseminations,

(ix) to carry out the artificial insemination of a greyhound bitch with any one of fresh semen
or chilled semen or frozen semen duly rendered to the state in which it can be used for
artificial insemination,

(X) to keep such records in relation to these processes as are required by these
regulations and directed by the Club,

(xi) to have appropriate knowledge of and ability to use all equipment which an approved
centre would require to deliver the service appropriate to an approved centre.
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(b) In order to satisfy the Club that the applicant does know the criteria in sub-paragraph
(2)(a)(vii) above, the applicant will need to demonstrate —

(i) a basic knowledge of endocrinology of the reproductive cycle and anatomy of the male and
female canine reproductive tracts,

(ii) an ability to perform a progesterone assay (ovulation timing test) and a cervical cytology
smear test, and an ability to evaluate both the assay and the test,

(iii) an ability to recognise an abnormal oestrus cycle and to evaluate what would be the
appropriate response in such a situation, and

(iv) an ability to perform and evaluate a cervical bacterial culture and sensitivity test.

(3) Any artificial insemination requiring surgical intervention is not permitted under these
regulations.

(5) Persons applying to be qualified as approved inseminators shall be liable to pay to the
Club such fees as shall be determined by resolution of the Club from time to time, as approved
by the Board, and published on the Club's website, in respect of any such application.

(6) A person may apply to be entered on the register of approved inseminators maintained by
the Club pursuant to regulation 4, and on payment of the fee as provided for in regulation 4
(3), the Club shall enter the name, address, qualification and date of qualification of such
person on the said register.

7. Approved Centres.

(1) No artificial insemination with fresh semen, chilled or thawed semen shall take place other
than in a premises which has been designated and registered (by way of a Certificate issued
by the Club) as an approved centre pursuant to these regulations, as evidenced by a certificate
of registration issued pursuant to this regulation 7.

(2)(a) All applications to have a premises registered as an approved centre shall be made to
the Club. The application shall be made on a form approved by the Board and it shall be the
responsibility of the Club to ensure that the stipulated conditions have been complied with by
the applicant prior to registration of a premises as an approved centre.

(b) Before making a decision, the Club shall seek the opinion of the Board on the application
and shall take the opinion of the Board into account in making its own decision.

(c) Following completion of all the procedures outlined in this regulation 7, if the Club should
decide that the premises in question is entitled to registration as an approved centre, the Club
shall notify the applicant and the Board of its approval of the application and of its intention to
register the premises as an approved centre. The Club shall thereupon register the premises
accordingly and send to the owner of such approved centre the certificate of registration.

(d) With effect from the registration of the premises as an approved centre, the person
nominated as manager may operate the premises as an approved centre in accordance with
the terms of such registration.

12570689.1



(e) If the decision of the Club is to refuse the application, the applicant may appeal this decision
in accordance with the provisions of regulation 17. If, on the conclusion of such appeal, the
application should be granted, then the Club shall register the premises accordingly.

(f) A decision to register a premises may be made subject to such conditions as the AIA Sub-
Committee or the Appeals Sub-Committee shall decide, as the case may be.

(3) In considering the suitability and adequacy of a premises for registration as an approved
centre, the Club shall consider whether the following conditions are complied with to a
standard which is at least sufficiently adequate to enable the proposed approved centre to
function as such during its period of registration:

(a) the nature and quality of the building or buildings, including cleaning, washup and lavatory
facilities for staff and others, the feasibility of direct access for staff, visitors, greyhounds and
their handlers, and of authorised persons;

(b) consideration of the proposed hygiene standards and how they are to be maintained,
including the capability to deliver a high quality of husbandry and welfare of greyhounds,
including a consideration of the quality of accommodation for greyhounds and the availability
of isolation kennels;

(c) the quality, condition and appropriateness of the laboratory and other equipment and
materials that will or may be required for the performance of all procedures, including storage,
and, in addition, the availability of such extra laboratory and other equipment and materials
which will ensure that the applicant will be able to deliver the service appropriate to an
approved centre;

(d) that the design and construction of, and the proposed procedures for the management and
conduct of the business of artificial insemination in, the premises are in accordance with all
relevant or related veterinary, animal health, welfare and zootechnical legislation, both of the
State and of the European Union;

(e) written confirmation from the veterinary practitioner engaged by the applicant (pursuant to
the requirement under sub-paragraph (8) hereof) that he/she has accepted the appointment
(subject to approval of the premises as an approved centre) and will be, during the period of
registration, responsible for the effective supervision and control of the premises and facility if
it should be registered as an approved centre;

(f) the production of evidence in writing, signed by the owner and/or the manager (as the case
may be) that a manager has been appointed (subject to approval of the premises as an
approved centre), or that the owner is acting as the manager, pursuant to sub-paragraph (7)
of this regulation 7.

(4) On receipt of an application to have a premises registered as an approved centre, or on
receipt of a complaint about a premises, or on determining to carry out an inspection of a
premises for any reason, the Club shall appoint an authorised officer to inspect any such
premises and the equipment therein with a view to making reports and recommendations as
appropriate to the Club. Such authorised officer shall, upon appointment, be vested with
authority to enter (as often as may be necessary) any place the subject of an application for
approval as or being an approved centre for the purpose of carrying out his / her functions
hereunder and shall produce his / her appointment if required. The authorised officer shall
prepare a report in which the suitability, adequacy and compliance of the premises and the
equipment therein shall be critically measured and evaluated against the conditions in
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paragraph (3) of these regulations and of any applicable rules, protocols and criteria made
hereunder.

(5) The authorised officer shall present his/her report and recommendations to the Keeper,
who shall present to the AIA Sub-Committee, the report and recommendations of the
authorised officer and any representation or communication that may have been received from
the owner of the premises. In making the presentation, the Keeper shall review and comment
on the application, the report and recommendations of the authorised officer, and on any
representation or communication from the owner of the premises and shall give such
assistance as the AIA Sub-Committee may request. The AIA Sub-Committee shall take into
consideration all these matters when making a decision as to the eligibility of the premises for
entry in or continuing an existing entry in the register of approved centres. If the applicant is
dissatisfied with the decision of the AIA Sub-Committee, he/she may appeal the decision in
accordance with regulation 17.

(7) An approved centre shall be managed by a person nominated by the owner thereof (who
may nominate himself or herself) and such manager shall be the holder of an Al Licence. The
owner of an approved centre may appoint a new or replacement manager from time to time,
on giving to the Board and the Club reasonable written notice, specifying in full the reason for
replacement and the name, address and qualifications of the new manager. The new or
replacement manager shall be the holder of an Al Licence pursuant to regulation 5 of these
regulations in advance of carrying out or managing any Al procedures or services.

(8) All operations conducted at or from an approved centre shall, as regards the matters
provided for in paragraph (3) of regulation 15, be under the effective supervision and control
of a veterinary practitioner engaged by the approved centre on an ongoing basis and approved
by the Club for this purpose. If, for any reason, the designated veterinary practitioner shall
cease to be in effective supervision and control of the approved centre, the person nominated
as manager shall forthwith notify the Club of this fact and of the full name, address and
qualification of the replacement veterinary practitioner, together with his/her written consent to
act as such. Until such notification and consent will have been received by the Club, the
premises may not operate as an approved centre.

(9) Any certificate of registration issued under this regulation shall be valid for a period up to
but not exceeding two years and shall be renewable for successive periods of two years, upon
application by the owner of the approved centre, subject to compliance with these regulations.
The Club may carry out a full inspection of an approved centre at any time but issue of any
renewal shall only take place after a satisfactory inspection by the Club.

(10) The person nominated as the manager responsible for each approved centre shall ensure
that the approved centre is managed in compliance with the provisions of these regulations,
and, without limitation of his/her responsibilities, shall:

(a) keep records, in a form acceptable to the Club, of each draw of semen collected at the
centre, giving the identity of the stud sire, the date of collection, the number of splits (if any),
the storage location of the draw, and the Al Licence-holder involved;

(b) keep records, in a form acceptable to the Club, showing the ownership of all semen
collected and/or stored in the centre, and any transfer of ownership of chilled or frozen semen
must be notified to the Club in writing within fourteen (14) days of such change of ownership;

(c) keep records, in a form acceptable to the Club, of all movements of semen into and out of
the centre and shall notify the Club within fourteen (14) days of any such movement;
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(d) keep records, in a form acceptable to the Club, of all artificial inseminations conducted in
the centre;

(e) ensure that the storage of semen is carried out in the manner prescribed by the Club and
that the storage, inventory and record systems used can readily identify to the Club any and
all the semen held in the centre. In this regard it is a pre-requisite that semen from a sire is
stored collectively in a single appropriate container and every effort is made not to mix such
semen with others;

(f) ensure that each container of semen produced or stored in that centre is in the form
prescribed by the Club and in a permanent manner marked with sufficient particulars to identify
clearly the premises at which each draw of semen was taken, the stud sire, the particular draw
and each split thereof (if any) and the date of collection of each draw;

(g) hold all records and documents required to be kept, made, maintained or stored hereunder
until such time as the Club shall determine that they may be destroyed;

(h) notify the Club of the destruction of any frozen semen stored in the approved centre, as
soon as shall be practicable thereafter;

(i) notify the Club in a timely manner of any termination of the engagement of a veterinary
practitioner duly appointed pursuant to these regulations, and of the replacement of such
veterinary practitioner.

(11) All records, documents and registers required to be kept and maintained at an approved
centre pursuant to this regulation 7 shall be and remain at all times the property of the Club,
and shall be held by the manager responsible for the approved centre in the approved centre,
so that all such records, documents and registers shall be made available to the Club or to the
Board at any time for examination or for such other purposes as the Club or the Board or the
Minister may determine.

(12) Inseminations carried out with fresh semen or chilled/thawed semen shall be designated
“Al” in all relevant records.

(13)  All applications for the grant, retention and renewal of registration as an approved
centre shall be accompanied by payment of such fees as shall be determined by resolution of
the Club from time to time, as approved by the Board, and published on the Club's website

8.Artificial Insemination Administration Sub-Committee.

(1) (a) The Club shall establish a sub-committee of the Executive Committee to be known as
the Artificial Insemination Administration Sub-Committee, or AIA Sub-Committee, and shall
delegate to that sub-committee the task of deciding in the first instance on the acceptability or
otherwise of applications in respect of the following matters:

(a) for entry in any of the registers required to be maintained pursuant to regulation 4;
(b) for appointment as approved inseminators;

(c) for the approval of premises as approved centres in accordance with regulation 7.
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(b) The Club shall delegate to the AIA Sub-Committee, or person nominated by them, the task
of processing all applications for the grant or renewal of Al Licences. The Club may may also
delegate to the AIA Sub-Committee other tasks or functions as it may consider appropriate.

(2) The AIA Sub-Committee shall be a standing sub-committee of the Executive Committee,
and the Executive Committee may delegate to it from time to time such other functions of the
Club under these regulations as it may consider appropriate. ~ Decisions and actions of the
AIA Sub-Committee in such other matters shall ordinarily not be subject to review by the
Executive Committee and shall be effective and binding in their own right.

(3) The AIA Sub-Committee shall comprise not less than three members of the Executive
Committee, and the quorum for a meeting of the AIA Sub-Committee shall be three. When
considering an application in respect of a premises, the AIA Sub-Committee may appoint a
consultant in relation to the application, and in making any decision shall take into
consideration the advices of such consultant.  The consultant shall not have a vote and shall
not be a member of the AIA Sub-Committee. The chairperson of the AIA Sub-Committee shall
be nominated and appointed by the Executive Committee and shall hold office at the pleasure
of the Executive Committee. In the event of an equality of votes on the making of any decision,
the chairperson of the AIA Sub-Committee shall have a second or casting vote.

(4) Following the making of a decision on any application under these regulations by the AIA
Sub-Committee, the Keeper shall notify the applicant of the result by post. In the event of the
refusal of the application, the notification of the decision shall give the reasons for such refusal.
The applicant shall have a right to appeal against the decision of the AlA Sub-Committee.
Any appeal shall be lodged and conducted in compliance with regulation 17.

(5) Subject to these regulations, and to the requirements of natural justice, the AIA Sub-
Committee, with the consent of the Executive Committee, may adopt such procedural rules
as they may deem appropriate to enable them to carry out their functions hereunder, and may
with like consent amend such rules.

(6) The Keeper shall not be appointed either to the AIA Sub-Committee or to any Appeals Sub-
Committee.

(7) The decision of the AIA Sub-Committee, if not appealed, and the decision of the Appeals
Sub-Committee on any appeal, shall be final, and decisions by either sub-committee shall not
be subject to confirmation by the Executive Committee but shall be effective and binding in
their own right.

9.Maximum permissible number of registered services.

(1) The maximum permissible number of registered services per calendar year for any stud
sire, including a stud sire to which regulation 14 applies, and whether the semen is drawn
inside or outside Ireland, shall not exceed 240 (two hundred and forty).

(2) The Club, with the consent of the Board, shall have authority from time to time to alter the
maximum permissible number of registered services hereunder, and any such alteration shall
only be effected by amendment to these regulations.
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10.Notification of registration of service by artificial insemination.

(1) After an artificial insemination with fresh semen, the approved inseminator who has carried
out that service, or the owner of the stud dog or (if the insemination took place at an approved
centre), the manager of the approved centre at which the artificial insemination was carried
out, shall, within 10 days, file a notification of the service with the Club.

(2) After any artificial insemination with chilled semen or frozen semen, the manager of the
approved centre at which the artificial insemination was carried out shall -

a) file a notification of the service within 10 days with the Club for registration,

b) retain in that approved centre, for at least six years, the used semen containers
identifying the draw and any split or splits and indicating whether they have
been used or destroyed, or partly used and partly destroyed, and

c) notify the Club of the retention of such containers.

(3) The following Table sets out the fees payable to the Club on giving notification of service.

Notification within 10 days €20
Notification between 10 and 20 days €100

(4) The notification of a service after 20 days shall, in the first instance be investigated by the
Club. Such notifications shall, in the first instance, be subject to a fee of €1,000 payable to the
Club. Having investigated the circumstances of any such notification, the Club will forward a
full and detailed report on the matter to the Board.

(5) Any such notification, as provided for in Regulation 10(4) of these regulations, having been
investigated by the Club, shall constitute a breach of these regulations by the Al Licence
holder, with such breach:

(i) constituting a sanction breach of the Racing code within the meaning of section 2
of the Act

(i) being subject to a racing sanction that may be imposed by the Control Committee
and/or the Appeal Committee.

(6) Following notification of the service and payment of the prescribed fee in accordance with
this regulation, the Keeper shall register the service in the Irish Greyhound Stud Book.
11.Eligibility for registration of a litter conceived in Ireland by artificial insemination.
(1) Alitter conceived in Ireland by means of artificial insemination will be eligible for registration
in the Irish Greyhound Stud Book only if:
(a) the insemination was carried out by the holder of an Al Licence acting in accordance
with these regulations,

(b) the sire from which the semen was drawn was registered as a stud sire in accordance
with regulation 4(2) at the time of collection of the semen, except in the case of
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conception resulting from the use of imported semen, when the sire must be so
registered at the time the semen is first delivered to an approved centre,

(c) in the case of chilled semen or frozen semen, the semen was collected at (or in the
case of imported semen, delivered to) and used at an approved centre,

(d) at the time of the registration of the service from which the litter resulted, the registered
services of the stud sire from which the semen was drawn had not exceeded the
maximum permissible number of registered services as specified in regulation 9,

(e) the requirements of regulation 13 and regulation 14 have been complied with,

(f) in the case of a litter conceived in Ireland resulting from the use of imported semen, a
certificate is provided from the Relevant Authority in the country of origin of the semen
confirming that:

i.  ator prior to the date on which the semen was collected, and specifying such date,
the sire from which the semen was drawn was registered as a stud sire with that
Relevant Authority,

i the sire had been DNA tested according to the norms of best practice approved by
the Relevant Authority, and giving the information from such testing in the required
format,

i the semen had been drawn from that sire and processed, and stating the location
of the premises at which and the date on which the semen had been drawn and
processed in accordance with the rules or requirements of such Relevant Authority,
and,

iv.  the sire was alive at the date of the certificate, or if dead, specifying the date of
death;

v. the application for registration of the litter was made to the Keeper and ,
accompanied by the appropriate fee,

vi.  that the insemination has taken place within two years of the date of the death of
the stud sire from which the semen was drawn, if the certificate from the Relevant
Authority specifies that the stud sire has died,

and if these conditions are complied with, then the Keeper shall register such litter in the Irish
Greyhound Stud Book. On registration of a litter, the registration shall be designated “Al” for
inseminations carried out with fresh semen or chilled/thawed semen.

(2)A digital record of all such litters, eligible for registration in the Irish Greyhound Stud Book
by the Keeper, shall be provided by the Club, to meet the requirements of the Greyhound
Industry (Traceability) Regulations 2025. This record shall additionally identify registrations
eligible for registration in the Irish Greyhound Stud Book which were conceived by natural
mating.

(3) A record of all such litters, eligible for registration in the Irish Greyhound Stud Book by the
Keeper under this regulation, shall be published in the “Sporting Press” newspaper and
additionally be published on the website of the Club.
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12.Eligibility for registration of a litter conceived outside Ireland by means of artificial
insemination.

(1) A litter conceived outside Ireland by means of artificial insemination will be eligible for
registration in the Irish Greyhound Stud Book only if:

(a) the application for such registration is accompanied by a certificate from the Relevant
Authority in the country in which the artificial insemination took place, verifying that,

i the insemination was carried out in accordance with the rules of that Relevant
Authority governing the artificial insemination of greyhounds,

i.  at the date of the drawing of the semen, and specifying such date, the sire from
which the semen was drawn was registered as a stud sire with that Relevant
Authority,

i the semen used for the conception had been collected and processed in
accordance with the rules of that Relevant Authority, and specifying the date of
such collection and processing and the premises in which such collection and
processing took place,

iV the sire had been DNA tested according to the norms of best practice approved by
the Relevant Authority, and giving the information from such testing in the required
format, and

v, the sire was alive at or had died not more than two years prior to the date of the
artificial insemination.

(b) the stud dog is already registered as a stud sire or the application is accompanied by a
valid application for registration of the stud dog as a stud sire in a format acceptable to the
Keeper and accompanied by the appropriate fee.

(c) the application for registration of the litter was made to the Keeper on the prescribed form
accompanied by the appropriate and

(d) at the date of the proposed registration of the service from which the litter resulted, the
registered services of the stud sire from which the semen was drawn had not exceeded the
maximum permissible number of registered services as specified in regulation 9.

If these conditions are complied with and having confirmed that the proposed registration does
not contravene any provision of Section 11 of the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011 as may be
amended, then the Keeper shall register the litter in the Irish Greyhound Stud Book. On
registration of a litter, the registration shall be designated “Al” for inseminations carried out
with fresh semen or chilled/thawed semen.

(2) A digital record of all such litters, eligible for registration in the Irish Greyhound Stud Book
by the keeper, shall be provided by the Club to meet the requirements of the Greyhound
Industry (Traceability) Regulations 2025. This record shall additionally identify registrations
eligible for registration in the Irish Greyhound Stud Book which were conceived by natural
mating.

(3) A record of all such litters, eligible for registration in the Irish Greyhound Stud Book by the
keeper under this regulation, shall be published in the “Sporting Press” newspaper and
additionally be published on the website of the Club.
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13.DNA testing of greyhounds bred by artificial insemination.

1.

Any litter conceived in Ireland by artificial insemination may, prior to or at any time after
registration in the Irish Greyhound Stud Book, be required by the Club to be certified
as having undergone the DNA test procedure authorised by the Irish Coursing Club
Rules.

The Club shall, in the Irish Coursing Club Rules, establish the procedure to be followed
in respect of the drawing and collection of any sample for DNA testing, and any such
procedure shall require that an authorised officer (who shall be appointed by the Board)
shall be present to supervise the procedure, and to receive the sample, immediately
upon its being drawn, in a duly sealed container, which shall be signed by the
authorised officer and the greyhound’s owner or agent as relating to the named
animal, and the authorised officer shall be responsible to deliver such sample for DNA
testing to the Club in accordance with the Irish Coursing Club Rules.

All costs and charges relating to the operation of each DNA test shall be paid as
follows:

a) where the sample is from the greyhound bitch, by the Board;

b) where the sample is from the stud sire, by the owner or agent of the stud sire
or, where the sample has been requested by the stud keeper at which the stud
sire is standing, by that stud keeper;

c) where the sample is from the litter, by the owner of the litter;

d) where the sample is from a greyhound conceived by artificial insemination and
which is not a sample specified in sub-paragraphs (a), (b) or (c), by the owner
of such greyhound.

14.Death of stud sire.

(1) On the death of a stud sire, the owner or his/her agent shall notify the Club of the death

on the prescribed form within fourteen days. The Club shall publish notification of such
death in “The Sporting Press” as soon as is practicable. Failure to notify any such
death within the time provided for herein shall render the person responsible for such
notification liable to pay a fine or penalty to the Club of an amount to be determined by
the Club in accordance with the Irish Coursing Club Rules.

(2) Immediately on the death of a stud sire, or as soon thereafter as shall be practicable,

but not in any circumstance later than twenty-one days after the publication referred to
in sub-paragraph (1) of such death, the manager of any approved centre where frozen
semen of the dead stud sire is preserved shall notify the Club of the quantity of such
frozen semen, and such notification shall be in such a format and with such detail as
the Club shall specify from time to time.

(3) Subject to compliance with the maximum number of registered services as specified

in regulation 9, the frozen semen of a stud sire may be used for artificial insemination
for up to two years from the date of death of the stud sire. For each movement of such
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frozen semen, the manager of the approved centre shall record the same details,
mutatis mutandis, as are required under regulation 7 (10). At the end of the two year
period, all unused frozen semen of a stud sire shall be destroyed by the manager of
the approved centre in which it is stored.  The manager shall notify the Club of such
destruction in such manner and format as may be determined by the Club from time
to time.

(4) No greyhound or its progeny may be registered in the Irish Greyhound Stud Book
which is the progeny of a conception which took place by means of artificial
insemination after the sire had been dead for more than two years.

| (5) Where it is proposed to use for artificial insemination imported frozen semen which,
| though drawn after the operative date of these regulations and so certified by the

Relevant Authority, was imported more than two years prior to such proposed use, it
| shall be the responsibility of the manager of the approved centre in question, prior to
| such proposed use, to seek a further certificate from the Relevant Authority that the

stud sire from which the semen was drawn either remains alive at the date of such

further certificate, or has died and, if dead, certifying the date of death. If the Relevant
| Authority should not be able to furnish a certificate as required, then the frozen semen
| in question shall be destroyed.

E (6) The Club shall obtain a certificate to verify the life status of each registered sire from
E the Relevant Authority on an annual basis.
\

(7) No person may lawfully implement or be involved in the implementing of a frozen
insemination procedure where the stud sire is known, or could on reasonable enquiry
be known, to that person to be dead for more than two (2) years.

(8) The Board, having regard to the improvement and development of the greyhound
industry in Ireland, and in the light of both national and international developments,
and following consultation with the Club, may vary the period for use of frozen semen
of a dead stud sire as limited by this regulation 14.

15.Animal health, welfare and hygiene.

(1) All persons licensed or approved under these regulations shall ensure that any
greyhound owned by them, under their control, in their charge, or in their care in any
place, premises or vehicle, is not caused any unnecessary pain, suffering or injury and
shall at all times ensure that standards of care afforded to greyhounds under their care
are compliant with the Welfare of Greyhounds Act 2011, as amended.

(2) All persons licensed under regulation 5 or approved under regulation 6 shall, with
regard to general animal health and welfare, adhere to all hygiene practices,
techniques and procedures as set down from time to time by the Club with the consent
of the Board and the Minister.

(3) Aveterinary practitioner approved under regulation 7 (8) shall be responsible to ensure
that, in respect of all operations conducted at or from the approved centre, all relevant
national and European Union legislation, and all veterinary and related conditions or
criteria applicable to the approved centre concerned, and all hygiene practices,
techniques and procedures required to be adopted by the persons referred to in sub-
paragraph (2), are fully complied with.
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16.Inspections by the Board.

(1) The Board may appoint an authorised officer who shall under this regulation be
authorised, at any time, to inspect an approved centre or any premises, facilities,
equipment, records and procedures used or adopted by any person engaged in the
handling, control or movement of semen or the practice of artificial insemination of
greyhounds licensed or approved or required to be licensed or approved under these
regulations. Such authorised officer shall produce his / her appointment if required.
Following completion of such investigation, the authorised officer will make a written
report to the Board, who shall forward any alleged breaches of these regulations to the
Board for its consideration.

(2) Where the Board, following receipt of the report of the authorised officer, proposes to
revoke or suspend an Al Licence, or to order the closure of an approved centre, or to
order the revocation or cancellation of the licence to operate a premises as an
approved centre, the Board shall notify in writing the licence holder or the manager of
the approved centre, as the case may be, of the proposed decision, shall invite the
licence holder or manager of the approved centre to make any representations he/she
wishes to make within fourteen days of the date of the said notice and, shall, if any
representations are so made in writing by the licence holder or manager of the
approved centre, consider the representations prior to making its decision.

17.Appeals from the AIA Sub-Committee.

(1) Where it is stated in these regulations that a decision of the AIA Sub-Committee may be
appealed, the following provisions shall apply.

(2) An appellant may appeal from the whole or any part of a decision or order, and the notice
of appeal shall state whether the whole or part only of such decision or order is being appealed
and, in the latter case, shall specify such part.

(3) The notice of appeal shall in every case be served not later than fourteen days after the
date of publication of the decision of the AIA Sub-Committee to the appellant. Publication shall
be in writing, and may be effected by actual delivery of the decision to the appellant or by
sending the decision by prepaid post to the appellant, and, in the latter case, the decision will
be deemed to have been published to the appellant on the date of posting.

(4) Every notice of appeal shall be accompanied by payment of a deposit of such fee as may
be set by the Club. The fee shall be refunded in full if the appeal is successful and may be
refunded in whole or in part at the discretion of the appellate forum if that forum should
consider that the appeal was not without merit and was not vexatious or frivolous.

(5) The notice of appeal shall in every case state the grounds of the appeal and the relief
sought in lieu of the decision or order appealed from.

(6) The notice of appeal shall be served on the Secretary of the Club.
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(7) On receipt of a notice of appeal, the Secretary of the Club shall notify the President of the
Club and the Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Club of receipt of the appeal. The
said President and Chairman shall unanimously nominate an Appeals Sub-Committee to hear
and determine the appeal.

(8) Appeal Sub-Committees shall be occasional sub-committees of the Club, whose members
shall be nominated on each occasion by the President of the Club and the Chairman of the
Executive Committee, acting unanimously. Neither the Keeper nor any member of the AIA
Sub-Committee shall be eligible for nomination to an Appeal Sub-Committee. An Appeal Sub-
Committee shall comprise not more than five members of the Club.

(9) The appeal shall be heard as a full rehearing de novo of the application, including the
presentation of all reports, recommendations, any initial response or representation, as well
as the grounds of appeal and the advices and views of the Keeper. The Appeals Sub-
Committee may also appoint a consultant to advise them on any matter arising in the course
of the appeal. Any consultant so appointed shall not have a vote, shall not be a member of
the Appeals Sub-Committee, and shall not have been the consultant appointed at the hearing
before the AIA Sub-Committee.

(10) The Appeals Sub-Committee shall notify the appellant of the date and place for the
hearing of the appeal, and of any adjournment thereof. The appellant shall be entitled to
appear and make representations before the Appeals Sub-Committee, with or without legal
representation, and including the presentation of witnesses.

(11) Subject to these regulations, and to the requirements of natural justice, the Appeals Sub-
Committee may, in carrying out its functions, have regard to any appropriate rules or
procedures in the Irish Coursing Club Rules.

(12) A notice of appeal may not be amended at any time after the notice has been served.

(13) On the hearing of any appeal, the Appeals Sub-Committee shall have full discretionary
power to receive further evidence on questions of fact, such evidence to be either by oral
examination before it, by affidavit, or by deposition taken as the Appeals Sub-Committee may
direct. The Appeals Sub-Committee shall have power to draw inferences of fact and to give
any order or decision which in its view ought to have been made and to make such further
order as the case may require.

(14) On the conclusion of the hearing before it, the Appeals Sub-Committee shall deliver its
decision in writing, and cause the same to be published to the appellant and to each of the
Board and the Club.

(15) An appellant shall be liable for his or her own costs and expenses of any appeal, and
neither appellate forum shall have power to make any order for costs.

(16) An appeal properly taken under these regulations shall operate as a stay of
implementation of any decision or order appealed from, until the determination of the appeal.

(17) An appeal which is not lodged within the time limited by this regulation, which is not

accompanied by the deposit hereinbefore provided, or which does not set out the grounds of
appeal, shall be invalid.

12570689.1



18. Entitlement to charge fees.

The Club, with the approval of the Board, shall be entitled to determine fees to be payable to
it by applicants and other persons for the performance of its functions under these regulations.
Such fees shall be published in “The Sporting Press” following approval by the Board. The
Club shall not be obliged to execute any specified function if the stipulated fee shall not be
paid in advance. Where no fee is provided for a particular function of the Club herein, then
none shall be payable in respect of that function.

19. Offences and breaches of regulations.
(1) It shall be a breach of these regulations for any person -

a) to effect or to attempt to effect the artificial insemination of a greyhound bitch,
b) to facilitate or procure or to attempt to facilitate or procure the artificial insemination of

a greyhound bitch,
other than on foot of and in accordance with the terms of an Al Licence, and in compliance

with the provisions of these regulations.

(2) It shall be a breach of these regulations for any person to carry on or attempt to carry on
the practice of artificial insemination other than in compliance with these regulations.

(3) It shall be a breach of these regulations for any person to carry on or to attempt to carry
on the practice of artificial insemination in contravention of an order of revocation or

suspension under sub-paragraph (5) or sub-paragraph (6) of regulation 5.

(4) Without prejudice and in addition to any other sanction that may be imposed by the Club
under the Irish Coursing Club Rules, the Club on being notified of the conviction of any person
for a breach of these Regulations, shall be entitled to refuse registration of any stud sire,
service or litter involved in the proceedings leading to the conviction, or to withdraw or cancel
any such registration already effected in favour of the convicted person.

(5) These regulations constitute racing sanction provisions, a breach of which:

(i) constitutes a sanction breach of the Racing code within the meaning of section 2 of the Act;
and

(ii) may be subject to a racing sanction that may be imposed by the Control Committee and/or
the Appeal Committee
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20. Citation and commencement.

These regulations may be cited as the Greyhound Industry (Artificial Insemination of
Greyhounds) Regulations 2025 and shall come into operation on the XXX day of XXX, 2025.
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GIVEN under the Seal of Rasaiocht Con Eireann

This day of 2025

Pat Flanagan
Chairman of the Board

Tim Lucey
Chief Executive of the Board
An Officer authorised by the Board to authenticate the Seal of the Board



EXPLANATORY NOTE

[This note is not part of the Instrument and does not purport to be a legal interpretation].

These regulations set out the detailed rules governing the practice and procedure of the
artificial insemination of greyhounds. These regulations additionally prohibit the practice of
artificial insemination of greyhounds by surgical implantation and set out the requirements for
the registration of persons engaging in the practice of artificial insemination, stud sires and

resultant progeny.
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